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CONVERGENCE IN THE ECONOMIC SPASE OF UKRAINIAN-
POLAND CROSS-BORDER REGION: PROBLEMS AND WAYS OF 
THEIR OVERCOMING

Kutsab-Bonk K., PhD in Economics
State technique-economic higher school named after Bronislav Markevich, Yaroslav, Poland

The current stage of European integration of Ukraine is determined by the 
intensification of foreign economic activity at different levels of spatial hierarchy: 
between public institutions, local governments and economic entities of Ukraine and 
EU member states. In this context, the cross-border cooperation becomes more crucial 
factor, which could resolve some problems related to the integration of border regions 
of Ukraine to the EU institutional space and alignment of economic proportions and 
quality of life on both sides of the border. This primarily relates to cross-border 
cooperation between Ukraine and Poland, the last is one of Ukrainian largest foreign 
partners. In modern conditions economic space of Ukrainian-Polish cross-border 
region is developing under the pressure of several factors, each of those makes its own 
impact on cross-border convergence between neighboring border areas of Ukraine and 
Poland. The financial, economic and institutional factors become the lagers types of 
that impact. In particular, while identifying the main barriers to Ukrainian-Polish 
cross-border convergence it should be noticed on the lack of financial and institutional 
capacity of local governments of border regions of Ukraine, compared with their 
counterparts from Poland. In addition, Ukrainian monetary instability, especially the 
rapid devaluation of the hryvnia against the zloty influence destructively on the use of 
convergence potential in the economic space of Ukrainian-Polish cross-border region. 
Another weak link in terms of intensification of cross-border cooperation between 
Ukraine and Poland, including incentives convergent processes, is the low efficiency 
of cross-border institutions, particularly the European regions. In order to overcome 
the existing problems and gain the full implementation of the existing potential of 
convergence in the economic space of Ukrainian-Polish cross-border region it was 
proposed in the article to improve the quality of institutional support for cross-border 
cooperation between Ukraine and Poland, to increase the financial capacity of local 
governments in Ukraine, and to introduce the basics «knowledge economy» in the 
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process implementation of cross-border projects between neighboring border 
territories of Ukraine and Poland.

Keywords: cross-border cooperation, cross-border region, neighboring border areas, 
economic convergence, European integration, convergence processes
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1 819,5 2 034,9 1 754,9 1 952,7
5 252,8 6 143,5 2 062,2 2 420,5

7 072,3 8 178,4 1 908,6 2 186,6
18 014,0 20 366,1 8 359,7 9 464,5
17 504,0 20 423,0 8 324,3 9 595,2

35 518,0 40 789,1 8 342,0 9 529,9

502,21 498,74 437,07 435,83
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