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INTERNATIONAL WORDS IN ENGLISH

Any language is not homogeneous, it consists of different words. English is not exclusion. To
analyze the vocabulary stock of international words in English, it is necessary to trace the history of the
international words in English, their etymology and meanings, as well as the use in contemporary times.

According to the definition, in linguistics internationalism or an international word is a ‘loanword
that occurs in several languages with the same or at least similar meaning and etymology. These words
exist in several different languages as a result of simultaneous or successive borrowings from the ultimate
source'. [1]

It is important to note that international words appeared in English primarily through trade,
conquest, cultural exchange, and colonization. As English speakers came into contact with other cultures,
they adopted foreign words to describe new concepts, objects, or ideas not previously encountered in their
native language. Over time, these borrowed words became integrated into the English vocabulary,
enriching the language with a diverse linguistic heritage. The language that has contributed the most
international words to English is Latin, primarily due to the Roman conquest of Britain in the 1st century
AD and the influence of the Roman Catholic Church during the Middle Ages. Latin was the language of
scholarship, science, and administration across Europe for many centuries. Furthermore, during the
Renaissance, there was a revival of interest in classical languages, which led to an influx of Latin (and
Greek) terms into English. Latin served as a lingua franca among educated Europeans, and its terms were
often adopted into English to describe new concepts in science, law, theology, and academia. This
historical backdrop made Latin a significant source of international vocabulary in English.

The presence of international words in English serves several meaningful roles:

1. Cultural Exchange and Enrichment: International words are markers of cultural exchange,
illustrating the interactions between English-speaking communities and other cultures throughout history.
They enrich the language by providing insights into the customs, technologies, and philosophies of
different societies.

2. Lexical Expansion: These borrowings expand the English vocabulary, allowing for more precise
expression. They fill lexical gaps where a specific concept or object does not have an indigenous English
term.

3. Linguistic Diversity: The incorporation of international words showcases the linguistic diversity
within the English language, reflecting its global nature and its ability to adapt and evolve by absorbing
elements from other languages.

4. Enhanced Communication: By adopting words from a wide array of languages, English speakers
can communicate more effectively not only among themselves but also with non-English speakers. This is
particularly true in fields like cuisine, music, science, and technology, where specific terms may not have
direct English equivalents.

5. Historical Documentation: The presence of words from various languages serves as a historical
record, tracing the patterns of trade, colonization, migration, and cultural exchange that have influenced
English-speaking populations over the centuries.

Linguists state that in contemporary times the use of international words in English reflects the
language's dynamic nature and its role in a globalized world. Here are several key aspects of their use
today:

Global Communication. International words facilitate global communication, enabling people from
diverse linguistic backgrounds to share ideas, innovations, and cultures more easily. English, with its vast
repository of borrowed terms, acts as a lingua franca in business, science, diplomacy, and the internet,
bridging communication gaps across the world.
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Technological and Scientific Innovation. Many international words in English pertain to
technology and science. As global collaboration in these fields accelerates, English adopts terms from
various languages to describe new discoveries, processes, and inventions, making these advancements
accessible to a wider audience.

Cultural Diversity. The use of international words reflects and respects the cultural diversity of
English-speaking societies. These words enrich the language with concepts and nuances specific to
different cultures, from cuisine and fashion to philosophy and religion, enabling English speakers to
engage with and appreciate global cultures more deeply.

Education. In education international words are crucial for articulating complex theories, concepts,
and methodologies that originated in non-English speaking contexts. Their use in scholarly works,
lectures, and discussions helps maintain accuracy and depth in various fields of study.

Media and Entertainment. International words permeate media and entertainment, allowing for
authentic representation of different cultures and fostering a more inclusive global culture. Words help
convey diverse perspectives and stories in music, film, literature, or social media, these

Language Evolution. The contemporary use of international words underscores the ongoing
evolution of English. As society changes and global interactions increase, English continues to absorb and
adapt foreign words, reflecting current trends, values, and challenges. [2]

Here are some examples of international words that reflect a wide range of cultural, technological
and culinary influences on the modern use of the English language:

- Café (French): A small restaurant serving coffee and light meals.

- Sushi (Japanese): A Japanese dish consisting of vinegary rice topped or rolled with various
ingredients, such as seafood or vegetables.

- Guru (Sanskrit): A spiritual teacher or guide often used informally to refer to an expert or
authority in a particular field.

- Robot (Czech): A mechanical device programmed to perform tasks automatically, often used in
manufacturing or as Al assistants.

- Piano (Italian): A musical instrument with a keyboard, played by pressing keys that cause
hammers to strike strings.

To sum up, the use of international words in contemporary English is a testament to the language's
flexibility and its capacity to grow and change in response to the needs of its speakers. This linguistic
adaptability not only enhances communication but also fosters a greater understanding and appreciation
of the world's rich tapestry of cultures.
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